
 

 

CHURCH OF ST. CRONAN       BRACKENSTOWN PARISH 

31st March 2019             Fourth Sunday in Lent              Year C 

Confession: Saturday 10:30am-11:30am and 6:00pm to 6:20pm & After 10:00am Mass on the Thursday before the First Friday 

PRAY FOR 
Frances and Angela 
O’Brien (A) 
Billy Edwards (A) 
Niamh Oblesby (4 A) 
Amy White (R/D) 
Michael Murphy (11 A) 

10 AM MASSES NEXT WEEK 

Mon:  Michael Bernard Cox (2 A) 

Tues: Thanksgiving Mass 

Wed:  Marian Movement of Priests 

Thur:  Fergus MacAlevey & Decd. Family members 

Fri: Kathleen Willis (A) 

Sat:  Teresa Brennan (Month’s Mind) 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

6:30pm:    Patrick & Bridget Green (A) 

9:00am:    Altar List of the Dead 

11:00am: Alice and Eddie Farrell (A) 

12:30pm: Derek Moore (6 A) 

5:30pm: Gretta, John, & John Jnr, 
Millington (A) 

 

In this Sunday’s reading Paul says that, for anyone in Christ, 
‘there is a new creation; the old creation is gone and now the 
new one is here’. This has strong echoes with the prayer at 
Baptism when the newly baptised is clothed with the white 
shawl; ‘you are a new creation clothed in Christ – see in this 
white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity’. 
  
Our baptism shawls have long ago been put away. But what 
about the truth about each of us that our white garments 
represent? Our sense of our Christian dignity cannot be put 
away or forgotten. We need to carry that sense of ourselves 
each day. 
  
This is deeper than any self-doubt we may have, any 
belittling of ourselves, any insecurity. Deeper than any of 
that is God’s gaze of pure, unconditional love. That gaze tells 
us who we are. That gaze bestows dignity. We can stand tall, 
confident, as we welcome that gaze into our hearts. 
  
In Sunday’s gospel, the prodigal son rediscovers this. His life 
has gone badly and has reduced him to a sad state. As he 
hobbles home, he is surprised – surprised by the gaze of 
pure, unconditional love. In that gaze he rediscovers his 
dignity. The old creation has gone and now the new one is 
here. 

Wishing all Mother’s a  
Blessed & Happy  

Mother’s Day 



 View our Parish Webcam via the Parish Website www.brackenstown-parish.com 

 brackenstownparish   @cronanparish  01 8401188 

Fr. Paul Thornton, Adm, 01 8401661 – 087 7404729  Niamh Morris, Pastoral Worker  
pauljthornton@gmail.com  085 7708759; niamh.morris@dublindiocese.ie  

Fr. Bibin Jacob C.S.T., C.C. 01 8408926 – 089 4238775  Louise Donnelly, Secretary Mon to Fri. 9.30am – 1.00pm 
brackenstownparish@gmail.com 01 8401188 – brackenstownparish@gmail.com 

Over 20 people came to the recent information meeting for the 
Holy Land. Most of these, and some others have now booked on 
this wonderful pilgrimage. There are still some places available, 
but MAP Travel are also taking bookings from other enquirers. It 
will be at least 6 years before the next trip from this parish. This is 
a great opportunity to see all the places we have heard of since 
childhood, Nazareth, Bethlehem, Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem and 
much more. Here are some real unedited quotes from those who 
were on the direct charter with MAP Travel last October 
 

Sorcha said 
My most outstanding memories are  
1 carrying the cross with others on Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem 
2 going out on the boat on the sea of Galilee 
3 standing in the river Jordan after mass one morning 
4 and very importantly the fun and camaraderie experienced on 
the trip and the new friends that were made and the old 
friendships that were strengthened.   
 
Peter said 
My strongest / most vivid memory of the trip was waking up on 
the first morning pulling back the curtains and seeing the sea of 
Galilee.  
A particular experience that stands out for me was celebrating 
mass at the river Jordan. It was such a peaceful and calming 
place. I had the sense that this is what the true teaching of Jesus 
was all about, A group of people at one with nature celebrating 
mass in a beautiful setting enhanced by the Jordan river flowing 
by, fish jumping and birds singing. Immediately after mass we 
proceeded to stand in the river and pray. It was truly a wonderful 
experience.  
Visiting Cana and renewing our wedding vows was also very 
emotional and was a special experience for us.  
If I met someone and I only had a minute to talk to them about 
going I would say ......I really recommend you go because 
visiting the Holy Land is an amazing experience which is shared 
with pilgrims from all nations of the world who are on the same 
quest. Everyone got on very well and our spiritual leaders were 
super. This experiencing will strengthen your faith.    
 

The Pilgrimage costs €1,765.00. It will be led by Fr. Paul 
Thornton and will visit all the main places in the life of Jesus. It 
will be some years before there will be a pilgrimage from the 
Parish. Please contact MAP Travel for booking 01 8783111 

Annual Mass in JC’s 
Will take place in the Canteen at 6:30pm 

on Tuesday 2nd April.  
All Welcome 

Report from PPC Meeting  
Monday 25th March 

Parish Assembly will be held on August 31st. 
PPC members have attended further 
formation sessions. 
Kerala fundraising bingo will be held on April 
14th. 
Diocesan architect has submitted the latest 
altar design. 
The parish App has been launched.  
PPC will canvas parishioners to assist at 
Palm Sunday and Easter Masses. 
Next PPC meeting will be held on May 20th. 

Willie Curtis (PPC chair).  

YOURPARISHAPP  
The Brackenstown Parish App is 
now live. It is in the process of 
development and will contain all 
our Parish information and 
calendars etc. 
Go to your APP STORE on 
Android and IOS and select 
YOURPARISHAPP and install.  
Open the App and select  
Diocese, select DUBLIN then 
select BRACKENSTOWN . 

Next Sunday a member of the Trocaire 
Team will speak at all Masses. They 
will speak about this years campaign 
and the ongoing work they are doing 
around the world. This work can only 
happen because of your support! 

 “Your brother here was dead and has come to life;  
he was lost and is found” 

Prayer by Text 
now available on 
the Brackenstown 

Parish App 

Evening of Prayer and Reflection for  
Ministers of the Word in the Swords Grouping on 

Tuesday 2nd April at 7:30pm to 9:30pm  
in Church of the Visitation, Drynam 



For a free weekly challenge download 
YourParish App

I don’t know about you, but 
the year is running away 
before our eyes. The dust 
hasn’t settled on the na-
tivity crib and yet, here we 
are talking about Easter 
schedules, Stations of the 
Cross and asking, “what 
time should the Vigil be at 
since Easter is later this 
year?”. I’m afraid to blink in 
case I miss all the important 
things! Sometimes that’s 
the problem, time moves 
so fast that everything hap-
pens in a split second and 

then we move on. We don’t 
take the time to let it regis-
ter with us the enormity of 
what has happened. This 
can be for any aspect of 
life. A great moment of joy 
or sadness is often quick-
ly dismissed as we try to 
get back to our day-to-day 
lives. Our instant and social 
media world doesn’t allow 

us to stay in that moment 
for a little while longer. We 
need to move on to the 
next thing that our busy 
lives convince us that we 
need to do. I know for my-
self, sometimes I forget to 
breathe: not just physical 
breathing, but the breath-
ing needed to give yourself 
the space to process all that 

has happened, sit with it, 
pray about it, register what 
it means for you, and how 
to move forward.

This all sounds great and 
that I’m about to launch 
into a spiel about wellbeing 
and self-care, but instead, 
it’s Holy Week that it all 
brings to mind – I know it 
sounds crazy, but bear with 
me a moment! The high-
point of the liturgical year 
for us as Christians is that 
of the events of Holy  Week 
and Easter. 

Read more from Natalie 
Doherty in this week’s 
Cornerstone section of The 
Irish Catholic.

Quote of the week
Outward appearance, money, career, hobbies: these 
are sirens that enchant us and then set us adrift. Lent 
is a time of grace to free our hearts from vanities. 

– Pope Francis

Challenge:
This week, pray for the courage to free 
yourself from the pressures outward 
appearances play in your life. 

A Journey Through 
the Liturgical Year 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Mon:    10.30 am – 11.30 am 
Wed:    6.00 pm – 11.00 pm 
Fri:       10.30 am – 5.45pm  
Sat:      10.30am – 11.30am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on the last  
Sunday of every month from 4pm—5pm.  Can you stay 1 hour 
with me?  We encourage new people to come & join us. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
First Holy Communion gifts & cards, children’s books, 
Bibles and other religious items etc. available in main 
porch after Saturday evening and Sunday morning 
Masses.  

FRANK DUFF PRAYER 
Spend one hour on Tuesday 2nd April 8-9pm in the 
Sister’s Oratory, 29, Brackenstown Village.  

EASY EVANGELISATION!  
Could you give 20-30 minutes per month to help spread 
the Good News? Helpers needed to deliver the free 
Catholic Paper “Alive!” in a number of areas of the 
parish…. Information from Legion of Mary members in 
main porch after weekend Masses or leave your name 
and phone number with Louise in the parish office.  

CHRISTIAN READING 
A selection of Booklets including Lent with Matt Talbot, 
Sacred Heart Messenger, St. Martin Magazine and 
Catholic Newspapers available from rack in the Church. 

     ‘LIKE’ Legion of Mary Brackenstown Swords 

SAOIRSE AA GROUP 
Wednesdays 8:00pm in BASE, Brackenstown Road 

ALCOHOL PROBLEM?  YOU’RE NOT ALONE!!  Phone: 087620 6788 

Sat. 27th April Departing 7:30am  
Return 8:00pm. Cost €20  
Book in Parish Office 

Adult Confirmation 
Two adults from our parish, Merci and Paloma have been on a faith journey for 
some time. They have been meeting with a group from our parish every 
Sunday after mass since last November. Each Sunday they have reflected on 
the Sunday gospel and the group have shared and discussed the challenges 
and comforts of the gospel.  Today during the 11am mass Merci and Paloma 
will formally request to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and they will ask for the prayers and 
support of the gathered community of faith.  
Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare of 
Confirmation which will be celebrated at Easter and 
Pentecost.  

Brackenstown For Kerala 
Fundraising Bingo  

Sunday 14th April in the Parish Centre 
€10 per book;     €2 for a sheet  
€5 for 3 strips of Raffle Tickets 

Praying with God’s Word 
4th Sunday of Lent: First Reading: Exodus 3:1-8; 13-15,  
Second Reading: 1Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Gospel Luke 13:1-9 
5th Sunday of Lent: First Reading: Isaiah 43: 16-21;  
Second Reading Phil. 3:8-14; Gospel John 8:1-11 

FAMILY OFFERING 
Thank you for your ongoing support and generosity to the ongoing 
running costs of the Parish. 
January Standing Order €4009.00 
Collections at Weekend  
Family Offering        €782.13 
1st Collection      €1488.00 Tax €336.72 
Share Collection    €1242.53 Tax €242.65 

Design of the New Altar 
The architect has been working on a 
design for the new Altar. This is the 
design that he is proposing. The Lamb 
from the existing Altar will go in the front 
of the Altar. Let us know what you think. 



Escorted Walking Pilgrimage

Camino
de Santiago
in the Spirit of St James

Camino
de Santiago
in the Spirit of St James

Sarria to Santiago
�e Last  100km

7 NIGHTS 
FROM DUBLIN

27 May
- 3 June  

Marian Pilgrimages is a fully licensed and
bonded tour operator TO142 - ATOL 10206

To reserve your place: 
Call Dublin (01) 878 8159 

or Belfast (028) 95680005 
or email info@marian.ie

€895per person
sharing

Price:

The future is pro-life
 Fighting to restore a culture of life

Ireland

SATURDAY 25TH MAY, 2019
VENUE: THE ALEX, 41-47 FENIAN STREET, DUBLIN 2

TIME: 9.30 AM – 4 PM

Proudly 
sponsored by:

Catholic. Community. 
Connected.

Learn more at
www.yourparishapp.ie

Contact 
John at info@yourparishapp.ie  
to get on board

Available from:

YourParish App is a premium Catholic 
app to stay connected with parishioners, 
wherever they are. It helps to build 
stronger Catholic communities, 
empowering you to reach your 
congregation and beyond.  

Fatima Pilgriamge Packages

8 7 8  8 1 5 9   |   ( 0 2 8 )  9 5 6  8 0 0 0 5
W W W . M A R I A N . I E

Group Pilgrimage Specialists 

Fully licensed and bonded tour operator TO142

                            Return Flights from Dublin -  Coach transfers to Fatima 
Hotel Accommodation - Spiritual Directors - Services of Marian 

Pilgrimages Rep. on the Ground - Walking Tours of Fatima and Aljustrel 
All Airport and local Taxes  

WE INCLUDE

5 NIGHTS
€ 699from

4 NIGHTS
€ 549from

Escorted Group Pilgrimages throughout 
May, September & October for full dates and itineraries

contact our o�ce or visit www.marian.ie 

"Tara Winthrop Private Clinic is a family owned and 
managed, complex care nursing facility. We have 140 
beds consisting of five separate specialist nursing 
units, catering for the needs of patients with 
Alzheimer's Disease, under 75 patients with 
Neurological Injuries and End of Life Care. We 
employ a highly skilled workforce, consisting of circa 
210 employees, under the direction of Ms Catherine 
Dunleavy, Director of Nursing, Medical Officer, Dr. 
Tomaz Tomasuik, Asst. Director of Nursing, 
Physiotherapists, Nursing and Ancillary Staff. During 
the past fifteen years in existence, we have built up 
an enviable reputation in the community, in the care 
of older people."

Please do not hesitate to call us should you need our advice 
or expertise.

All enquiries to: Mary McCormack (Managing Director) Tel. 
No: 00353 - 1 - 8079631 Email Address: 
mccormackm@tara-winthrop.com

Tara Winthrop 
Private Clinic is a 
family owned and 
managed, complex care nursing facility. We have 
140 beds consisting of five separate specialist 
nursing units, catering for the needs of patients 
with Alzheimer's Disease, under 75 patients with 
Neurological Injuries and End of Life Care. We 
employ a highly skilled workforce, consisting of 
circa 210 employees, under the direction of Ms 
Catherine Dunleavy, Director of Nursing, Medical 
Officer, Dr. Tomaz Tomasuik, Asst. Director of 
Nursing, Physiotherapists, Nursing and Ancillary 
Staff. During the past fifteen years in existence, 
we have built up an enviable reputation in the 
community, in the care of older people.

Please do not hesitate to call us should you need our advice or expertise.

All enquiries to: 

Mary McCormack (Managing Director) 
Tel. No: 00353 - 1 - 8079631 

Email: mccormackm@tara-winthrop.com

Price:

€19.99 
+€4.50
(P&P)

John Waters diagnoses 
modern Ireland

www.currachbooks .com

Pat Collins cm

Released from Fear,
Addiction & the Devil

FreeDom
from

Evil Spirits

TALK Wednesday April 17th 
Time: 7- 8.30 pm

Newman University 
Church, 87A St Stephen's 

Green, Dublin 2

Price: €10

Phone: 01- 8406450 | Forrest Road, Swords

New Dentures Lifelike and comfortable
Dentures Repaired, Relined and Teeth Added, On Site.
Treatments Provided By Hugh Ennis CDT.

Our Denture Clinic 
is Now Open!

You can support the work of the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith (POF) in a number of ways:
Prayer
Leaving a gift in your Will
Regular donations
Mass stipends

Web www.wmi.ie

Tel +353 1 4972035 

If you would like to advertise in the church newsletter
Please call 01 687 4028

or email info@gracecommunications.ie


