
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown 

 

 

Baptism: The first step 

 

 It’s probably hard to believe that it’s now 
seven years since you brought your child 
for Baptism!  Now as they are at the end 
of first class we are inviting you to let 
them make the next two steps in the life 

of faith. 

 

 

Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 

 

 The next step is the Sacrament of Penance or Confession. This will take 
place in the early part of Lent. This sacrament is often misunderstood as 
focusing on the negative parts of ourselves and God judging us. 

 
 In fact the Sacrament of Penance is about celebrating God’s love for us. 

Just as you love your child and help them to understand how to show love 
to others, so God loves us and through the Church helps us to live in his 
love. 

 
We teach the children that showing God’s love is:  

 when we play fairly,  

 when we share,  

 when we include others, 

 when we say thank you,  

 when we pray  

 and when we treat ourselves and others 
with respect. 

 
On the other hand we don’t show God’s love 
when  

 we are selfish,  

 cheating,  

 rude,  

 when we forget about prayer and are 
disrespectful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 God doesn’t turn his back on us but 
reaches  

 out to us like the Good Shepherd searching 
for the lost sheep. 

 In the Sacrament of Penance we get to say 
sorry. 

 

 We hear the words of God’s forgiveness 
through the Priest. 

 
 We get to begin again, knowing God’s love 

for us. 

 
 

First Holy Communion 

 

In May your child will be invited to receive Holy Communion for the first time. It is 
an important step in their lives, as well as in the life of your family.  
 
 
In receiving Holy Communion: 
 

 Jesus becomes part of your child’s life 

in a new way 

 means sharing in the life of his family 

the church 

 we are called to “Do This In Memory” 

of Jesus which means living our faith 

by showing God’s love and by being a 

part of his family 

 continuing to develop our friendship 

with Jesus through reading the bible 

and prayer. 

 make a commitment of faith 

 

 

 

What do you have to do? 

 

1. You must register your child to be enrolled for First Holy Communion. This 

does not happen automatically even if they are in a Catholic School. 

 

2. The registration form must be returned a week before the school closes 

for the summer holidays. The date is given on the form. The forms are to 

be sent to the Parish Office in St. Cronan’s Church. You can fill in the 

form online at www.brackenstownparish.com 

 

3. If your child was not Baptised in St. Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown, you 

must supply a copy of the Baptism Certificate. (You can scan and email 

this to the Parish Office email brackenstownparish@gmail.com) 

 

4. If your child has not been Baptised or is not a member of the Roman 

Catholic Church you need to make an appointment in the Parish Office 

(01 8401188) 

 

5. If you decide not to return the registration form, we will respect your 

decision that you do not wish to have your child in the preparation 

programme this year.  

 

6. There will be a parents/guardians meeting in September where the full 

programme will be outlined.  

 

If you have any questions/comments please contact the Parish: 

 

email:   brackenstownparish@gmail.com 

 

phone:  01 840 1188 

 

post:  St. Cronan’s Church, 

  Brackenstown Road, 

  Swords, 

  Co. Dublin 
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