
 



MMASS intentions 
Sunday 8th April 

6:30pm:   Bridie Rooney (A) 
9:00am:   Altar List of the Dead  
11:00am: Alphonsus Snr. Alphonsus Jnr.  
  and Raymond Skelton (A) 
12:30pm: Harry and Joan Mills (A) 
5:30pm:   Francis and Angela O’Brien (A) 

Pray for 

Vincent and Charlotte Delamere (A) 
Jim Maguire (A) 

James and Kathleen Smith (A) 
John Cleary (A) 

Catherine McNally (B’day Rem) 
Bartle Savage (A) 

Paul O’Rourke (MM) 

easter Sunday 
All our Masses are offered 

For the intentions of our Parishioners 
The people of this area 

And all our loved ones 
Who have died. 

10 AM MASSES NEXT WEEK 
Monday 9th - Saturday 14th April 

 

Mon:     Decd. Members of the 
McCarthy and Carroll Families 
Tues:    Melissa Willis (RD) 
Pray for: William Lawrence 
Wed:     Bridie McMahon 
Thurs:  Special Intention 
Fri:   Rosa Kelly (RD) 
Sat:    Special Intention 

10 AM MASSES NEXT WEEK 
Monday 2nd - Saturday 7th april 

Mon:      11:00am Kathleen Willis (RD) 
 Pray for Bernard and Mainey Lawrence 
Tues:     Frank McCarthy (2A) 
Wed:      Marian Movement of Priests 
Thurs:  Fergus McAlevey & deceased family members 
Fri:   Tom McArdle (A) 
Sat: Special Intention 

 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
What was it like that Easter morning when Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and went from the horror 
of discovering Jesus body missing, to hearing his voice calling ‘Mary’?  Like her we all face change and 
loss in our lives, which at the time is devastating.  In that moment trying to see a way forward is difficult 
and we long for someone to say ‘Do not be afraid, I am with you.’ 
The joy of Easter is that our faith is about looking for the resurrection moment in our lives, to seeing the 
light that lies beyond the darkness so that hope is always present.  Pope Francis uses the image of 
Christians as people of hope who live the joy of the gospel. He says ‘How can we tell others about our 
faith if we look miserable, if we always look at the glass half empty?’  For too many their experience of 
faith and people of faith is ‘You can’t do that’ or ‘These are the rules’ and instead of experiencing the 
extraordinary joy and life that Mary Magdalene experienced, they feel that faith is there to control and 
restrict.  
To know Jesus the way that Mary did is what our Easter joy is about.  It is knowing that we are loved by 
God in an unconditional way.  Sure we all make a mess of things from time to time, but God’s love for 
us is greater than anything that we could do.  When we reflect on the Passion and Death of Jesus it is to 
bring us to the realisation that God did not leave it there.  God brought life, hope and joy through Jesus. 
This is the mark of real faith, a living relationship which gives us a reason to look at life as filled with 
opportunity. 
This is why we look on life as being so precious and why our care of those who are pregnant, those who 
are elderly and those who are vulnerable, needs to show that they are valued and protected in our 
society.  Creating a community that provides the right care for people in crisis has to be the vision that 
we work towards as a society and as followers of Jesus we should be creating the structures that are 
needed.  Our gospel is a gospel of life that cherishes and cares for all, from the first moment of life 
through to our natural end.  
As we look forward to the World Meeting of Families in August, let us make it a celebration of family 
life where all are made welcome and are opened to the experience of the joy that we celebrate as being 
a family of families in our Church. As we welcome Pope Francis to Ireland, let us pray for him, that his 
message of love will reach out to those who are hurt, who feel excluded and who find it hard to be part 
of our Church family.  Let us pray that the legacy of his visit will be a renewed commitment to being a 
Church that actively and visibly lives the joy of the gospel. 
We wish you and your family every blessing this Easter, that the joy experienced by Mary Magdalene on 
that first Easter morning will be your hope and your joy. 

Fr. Paul, Fr. Bibin & Peter Siney 

PPC Mee�ng: 12th March 2018 
As a prepara�on for the forthcoming World Mee�ng of Families, it was agreed that the parishes of Brackenstown, Swords and 
River Valley would host an Interparish Family Picnic Day in the playing fields of Colaiste Choilm, the Chris�an Brothers’ School in 
Swords at a date in June to be confirmed.  Plans for Easter Triduum were discussed.  Ini�al discussions on Planning for a Parish 
Assembly have taken place and will be developed over the next 6 months.  Date of Next Mee�ng: 23rd April 2018.  



DATE EVENT 
 April 2018 

7th April Children’s Rosary Group 4:00pm in Church 

8th April Divine Mercy Devo�ons beginning at 2:45pm 

14th April Early Chris�an Swords Exhibi�on begins 

17th April First Communion Rehearsal  
11:00 - 2:25 JNS 

21st April Parish Pilgrimage to Knock 

21st April Confirma�on Retreat for ETNS in Emmaus 

21st April Do This In Memory Mass at 6:30pm 

22nd April Do This In Memory Mass at 12:30pm 

23rd April First Communion Rehearsal  
11:00 - 2:25 JNS 

26th April First Communion Rehearsal  
11:00 - 2:25 JNS 

28th April First Holy Communion 10:00 and 12:00 

THE PARISH DIARY IS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE 

Bus leaving St. Cronan’s Church Car Park at 7:30am on 
Saturday 21st April.  Cost of the bus is €20 and Children 
under 16 are €10. 
Please bring a Packed Lunch – Tea & Coffee available in 
St. John’s Centre, Knock Bus will stop for 15 minutes on 
the way down and back To book please contact Louise 
in the Parish Office: 01 8401188 

Early Christian 
Swords 
Exhibition 
St. Cronan’s Pastoral Centre 14th - 
27th April Admission Free 

The Parish will be hos�ng an exhibi�on 
�tled “Early Chris�an Swords” in St 
Cronan’s Pastoral Centre from Saturday 
14th to Saturday 27th April. The Swords 
area is steeped in history and it was an 
important centre for Chris�anity in the 

early days of the Irish Church. Swords is probably best known 
historically as the res�ng place of Brian Boru following his death at the 
Ba�le of Clontarf in 1014. His body lay overnight in the church at 
Swords and later processed to Armagh where 
the High King was buried. The exhibi�on will 
feature displays on St Colmcille’s Monastery, 
Glasmore Abbey/The Nunnery, and the local 
Holy Wells of St Colmcille, St Cronan and St 
Werburgh. The exhibi�on will also feature 
informa�on on recent important 
archaeological findings in the Swords area. These include the discovery 
in 2003 of a previously unknown cemetery at Mount Gamble. This 
cemetery was in use from the arrival of Chris�anity in circa AD 550 un�l 
1150. There will also be displays on the recently rediscovered 
Ecclesias�cal complex in the Mooretown/Oldtown area, on either side 

of the Rathbeale Road. Since 2010 Fingal 
county council has a Conserva�on and 
Management Plan in place for this area. The 
plans include the establishment of four 
archaeological parks to preserve the 
historical sites. We wish to thank Courtney 
Deery Heritage Consultancy who carried out 

the design and editorial for the exhibi�on. We would like to thank 
Fingal County Council and Crea�ve Ireland for their generous grant of 
€1,500. We are also thankful to Gannon Homes for their kind dona�on 
of €2,000 towards the cost of the exhibi�on. The exhibi�on will be open 
to all and there will be no entrance charge. 

 

Next Dates for 
Baptisms: 

Sat 14th April   
@ 12:30pm    

Sun 29th February   
@ 1:45pm   

Please note one Month’s Notice 
to be given & a copy of baby’s 
Birth Cert is required when 
booking a Baptism.   

The next Parent Preparation 
Meeting is Thursday 5th April 
at 8pm in St. Cronan’s Parish 

Centre. 



                         Tax Rebate 
Tax rebate CHY forms have been sent out and we would be very 
grateful to receive the forms back as soon as possible. This 
allows the Parish claim back tax for contribu�ons over €250. It 
will go directly to the running of our own Parish. Last year the 
Parish received a tax rebate of €30,599 which was of enormous 
assistance to us in the running of the Parish We thank those who 

have already signed the enduring 5-year Cer�ficate which allows the parish to claim the tax again this year.  
March saw the introduc�on of the new envelope system for the First and Second collec�ons at weekend Masses. The envelopes enable 
us to include these recorded First and Second collec�on dona�ons in the annual CHY tax rebate claim. There are substan�al poten�al 
benefits for the Parish if the donor is an income tax payer. For all who make regular dona�ons to the collec�ons at Mass, please know 
of our apprecia�on. It is poten�ally even more helpful to the Parish if you use the white dona�on envelopes provided for this purpose. 
The following example show how the tax rebate works;  

€5 contribu�on to First Collec�on + €5 contribu�on to Second Collec�on = €10 total. The 
poten�al tax rebate to the Parish is an addi�onal €4.49 

You may request a box of envelopes by contac�ng Louise in the Parish office, Tel. 8401188. 
You may also complete and return one of the forms which can be found on the tables at the 
church doors. Thank you to the 123 households who have already requested a box of First 
& Second collec�on envelopes. Thank you most sincerely to all who donate so generously 
to the First and Second collec�ons every weekend and for your support to the Parish 
through your Family Offering contribu�ons. We ask that you mark how much you wish to contribute to each collec�on on the envelope. 
Where it is not specified it will be split 50/50. 

Your generosity enables the sacraments to be celebrated. Without your generosity it would not be possible to minister the Gospel 
from birth to death. lf you are not a regular contributor to the Parish Family Offering fund, we would ask you to consider making a 
contribu�on to support the parish. We also ask you to remember the parish in your will. A standing order form is available on the Parish 
Website. Please complete this and return it to Parish office. If you would prefer to contribute by way of the Family Offering envelopes 
please contact Louise in the Parish office, Tel 01-8401188. Thank you again to all of those who support the Parish so generously.  

Brackenstown Bible Study 2018 
Our Parish Scripture Study group con�nues to go from strength to strength. This year 42 people are studying Ma�hew: The King and His 
Kingdom, a Catholic Bible study that brings the history of Christ to life through St. Ma�hew’s Gospel. The study runs for a total of 24 
weeks, divided between Spring and Autumn. We normally meet on Monday nights in the Pastoral Centre from 7.30-9 pm, newcomers 
are always welcome. There is a 50-minute DVD presenta�on followed by a discussion/ques�on & answer session. Our 2019 study 
course will be star�ng in January and will be a 20 week study of the Acts of the Apostles. If you would like to register for our 2019 study, 
please contact Louise on 01 8401188.There is a €20 payment to take part in the study, which is to cover the cost of your workbook. The 
Bible is God’s word and He wants you to understand it. Why not join us and grow in your understanding of the Bible and of Jesus “who 
loved me and gave himself for me” (Gala�ans 2;20b) 
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Some of the criteria for applicants to become a volunteer: 

�� Be a resident of the island of Ireland at the �me of applica�on. 

�� Be over 18 years of age as of 1st January 2018; or between the ages of 16 & 18 if 
volunteering in a group with ra�o of at least one adult to ten young people. 
(There is no upper age limit.) 

�� Be sensi�ve and respec�ul of our Catholic ethos. 

�� Be fluent in English – all training and management instruc�ons will be in English. 

�� Be aware we will supply you with a volunteer uniform that you may keep as a 
souvenir. 

�� Be aware you will be given a lunch pack during your volunteering shi�s. 

�� Must apply for Garda ve�ng as part of the applica�on process in line with the 
procedure laid down. 

�� Be available to volunteer for a minimum of four (4) consecu�ve days between 
18th and 29th August 2018. (Shi�s will last up to 8 hours and you will be given 
adequate rest �me). 

�� Be available for three mandatory training sessions which will be on Saturdays and 
will last 3 to 5 hours. They will cover Induc�on, Job and Venue Specific Training. 
Advance no�ce will be given of dates. 

�� Be able to provide the names and contact details for two referees in a posi�on to 
give a character reference.  

There are more details at: www.worldmeeting2018.ie 

5 day Ticket: 22nd – 26th August  2018 
Online Registra�on: €68 
On the day Registra�on: €78 
A�endance to the 3 day Congress + Guarantee �cket 
for Fes�val of Families + Ticket for the Final Mass 

1 day Adult Ticket 
Online Registra�on: €38 
On the day Registra�on: €43 
Single day a�endance to Congress + Op�on Fes�val 
of Families Ticket subject to availability at �me of 
booking + guaranteed �cket for Final Mass 

Children’s tickets are Free but they 
must be named and registered as part 

of a Family Group. 

www.worldmee�ng2018.ie 

 

Do you have a spare 
room? Would you be 

willing to host a 
person, a couple or a 
family next August?  

Thousands of people 
will be travelling from 
very distant places to 

participate.   
Many would be unable 

to come if they also had 
to cover the cost of 

accommodation. 

We are looking for host 
families in the Swords 
Area to welcome and 

accommodate families 
coming from outside of 

Ireland.    



  

St. Cronan’s Parish Pastoral Centre 

The Pastoral Centre has been in opera�on for two years and it has really brought a whole new life to the Parish. There 
is a Management Commi�ee who oversee the maintenance, contracts and general running, while the bookings for 
use are made through the Parish Office.  Below is a list of what takes place and who you can contact for more 
informa�on. 
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays as well as on the 3rd Sunday of the month we have tea/coffee a�er Mass.  
It’s a great �me to meet people, so come on in and join us for a cup of tea! 

Group Descrip�on Mee�ng Time Contact 
Cuidiú Breas�eeding Support for mums and toddlers 

breas�eeding Mondays 11:30am Ruth 
01 8401188 

Scoil Rince Bríde Irish Dancing classes for children Mondays 1:30pm Andrea 
086 8059030 

Scripture Study Learning about the history and meaning of 
God’s word Mondays 7:30pm Paddy 

01 8401188 

St. Vincent de Paul Suppor�ng individuals and families Every second Monday 7:30pm 01 8550022  

Swords Manor F.C. Commi�ee Mee�ng Mondays 8:00pm Phillis 
086 8068746 

Parish Finance Commi�ee Managing and planning the Parish finances Mondays monthly 9:00pm 01 8401188 

  

Parkinson’s Support Group Informa�on and support for people with 
Parkinson's and their families. 

First Tuesday of the month 
10:30am 

Noel 
01 8405351 

HSE Breas�eeding  Support for new mums star�ng 
breas�eeding Wednesdays 11:30am Suzanne 

01 8092200 

Youth Choir Prepare liturgical music for 12:30pm Mass 8 
years up Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00pm Sarah 

086 0687650 

Order of Malta 
Swords Unit 

Teaching First Aid and providing cover at 
events Wednesdays 8:00 – 10:00pm Terry 

086 3116559 

Humpty Dumpty Playgroup Support and socializa�on for parents, 
grandparents  and toddlers  Thursday 10:30am Louise 

01 8401188 

Patrician Mee�ng 
(Legion of Mary) 

Presenta�on and discussion on a faith topic Third Thursday 8:00 – 10:00pm Joseph 
087 2600352 

Bap�sm Prepara�on Preparing families for the Sacrament of 
Bap�sm First Thursday 8:00pm 01 8401188 

Tina Ma�on Art Academy Art classes for children 8 years up. Fridays 3:00 – 5:00pm Harry 
085 7371873 

Taizé Prayer Reflec�ve Prayer in the style of the monks of 
Taizé See newsle�er for date 01 8401188 

African Chaplaincy Youth and faith ac�vi�es for young people Last Friday of the month 7:30pm Maryanne 
087 2228569 

Brackenstown Youth Club Ac�vi�es for young people 9 – 14 years 1st and 2nd Fridays Nuala 
085 7487973 

Support for Children with 
Au�sm 

Individual support for children Sundays 9:00am to 2:00pm Olive 
086 8869446 

Bingo Social event Sundays 7:30pm Frankie 
01 8401188 

Other groups that meet by arrangement 

Family Mass Group Prepares liturgies for the 12:30pm Mass   Peter 
089 4614226 

Parish Pastoral Council Leadership and planning in the Parish Monthly Willie 
01 8401188 

Communion and 
Confirma�on Groups 

Preparing the Do This In Memory and Come 
Follow Me Programmes Monthly 01 8401188 

Rathbeale Residents Assoc. Mee�ngs and social ac�vi�es   Bridie 
01 8401188 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 



   

Parish Information
Mass Times:    Sunday: 6:30pm (Sat. Vigil); 9:00am, 11:00am, 12:30pm &  5:30pm 
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Saturday 10:00am 
Holyday Mass:    Vigil 7:30pm; 10:00am  
Confession:    Saturday 10:30am to 11:00am and 6:00pm to 6:20pm  
   After 10:00am Mass on the Thursday before the First Friday 
Fr. Paul Thornton, Adm,   01 8401661 – 087 7404729 – pauljthornton@gmail.com 
Fr. Bibin Jacob C.S.T.  01 8408926 – brackenstownparish@gmail.com 
Peter Siney, Pastoral Worker   089 4614226 – peter.siney@dublindiocese.ie  
Louise Donnelly, Secretary   01 8401188 – brackenstownparish@gmail.com  
  Mon to Fri. 9.30am – 1.00pm 

  brackenstownparish @cronanparish brackenstown-parish.com  018401188 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Prayer Books, Rosary Beads, Rosettes, Medals, Souvenirs etc. for First 
Holy Communion & Confirmation available in main porch after 
Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses. 
 

PRAYER MEETING 
Spend One Hour…. Tuesday, 10th April 8-9 pm, Sisters’ Oratory, 29 
Brackenstown Village.  This Prayer Meeting honours Servant of God, 
Frank Duff, founder of Legion of Mary.  Everybody most welcome. 

 

Easy Evangelisation! 
Could you give 20-30 minutes per month to help spread the Good 
News? Helpers needed to deliver the free Catholic Paper “Alive!” in a 
number of areas of the parish…  Information from Legion of Mary 
members in main porch after week-end Masses or leave your name & 
phone number with Louise in Parish Office. 

 

EUCHARISTIC adoration 
 Mon:    10.30 am – 11.30 am 
 Wed:    6.00 pm – 11.00 pm 
 Fri:       10.30 am – 5.45pm  
 Sat:      10.30am – 11.30am 

 

Adora�on of the Blessed Sacrament takes place the last Sunday of 
every month from 4pm—5pm.  Can you stay one hour with me?  We 
encourage new people to come and join us. 

‘LIKE’ Legion of Mary Brackenstown Swords  
 

DUBLIN DIOCESAN CHILDREN’S PILGRIMAGE 
The DDCP greatly appreciates the generosity shown to us in our recent 
Church Gate Collection towards our 2018 Easter Pilgrimage.  The 
amount raised was €739.25.  Your kind contribution has helped to 
ensure that we can continue to offer this opportunity to children from 
all over Dublin. 

The next edition of the Parish Newsletter will be issued on the weekend of 14th/15th April 
Any items for publication must be in the Parish Office by the Tuesday lunch-time 10th April 2018 

Praying with God’s Word    
Below are readings for upcoming Sundays & Feast Days: 
Easter Sunday: First Reading Acts 10:34, 37-43; Psalm 117:1-2; 16,17, 22-23, Response/v24; Second Reading Col 3:1-4;  
Gospel John 20:1-9 
Second Sunday of Easter: First Reading Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 117:2-4; 22-27, Response/v 1; Second Reading 1 Jn 5:1-6; John 
20:19-31 
Third Sunday of Easter: First Reading Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Psalm 4: 2, 4, 7, 9 Response/v7 ; Second Reading 1 Jn 2:1-5; Luke 24:35-48 
As you read, pause frequently to meditate on the meaning of what you are reading. Absorb the Word into your system by dwelling on it, 
pondering it, going over it again and again in your mind, considering it from many different angles, un�l it becomes part of you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St. Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown, Swords 
 

2:45pm             Blessing of the Image 
3:00pm             Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Followed by reflec�ons from St. Faus�na’s diary 
              Rosary 
4:15pm Sta�ons of the Cross 
5:00pm Benedic�on 
5:30pm Mass 

The sacrament of reconcilia�on will be available 
Devo�ons will be broadcast on the  
webcam brackenstown-parish.com 

Saturday 7th April at 4:00pm  
and the First Saturday of each month 

from March – August ‘18 
St. Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown 

A wonderful opportunity for parents and guardians of the 
parish to bring their children together in prayer! 

For more information, please contact a member 
of Legion of Mary, St. Cronan’s Church Main 

Porch after weekend Masses 
Parish Office Phone No. 01 8401188 



St. Cronan’s Church,
Brackenstown Road,

Swords, Co. Dublin 

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
If you would like to advertise in the church newsletter

Please Call Marion 086 813 7910 or 1850 790000
BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

We don’t believe in 
giving up for lent

Donate at trócaire.org
or call 1850 408 408.

ROI Charity Reg No: 20009601

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

Curran 
Electrical 

• Domestic
• Commerical
• Lighting Upgrades
• Installation
• Re-wires

1 Main Street, Swords. ☎ 8902313
Part of the Curran Property Management Group

087 676 2304

D6 Airside Enterprise Centre, Swords

087 057 3818
• Boiler Service
• Boiler Replacement
• Pump Installation
• Bathroom Fit Outs
• Apartment Specialists

1 Main Street, Swords. ☎ 8902313
Part of the Curran Property Management Group

Cur ran
Plumbing & Heating

15%
DISCOUNT

ON BOILER 

SERVICE

Reg: C0817

D6 Airside Enterprise Centre, Swords

NORTH STREET,
SWORDS

Funeral Directors
Serving

Swords & Co. Dublin
For Over
90 Years

Ph: 01 - 840 1229

e:info@rocksfuneralhome.ie
www.@rocksfuneralhome.ie

“Tara Winthrop Private Clinic is a family owned and managed, complex care 
nursing facility.  We have 140 beds consisting of fi ve separate specialist nursing 
units, catering for the needs of patients with Alzheimer’s Disease, under 75 
patients with Neurological Injuries and End of Life Care.  We employ a highly 
skilled workforce, consisting of circa 210 employees, under the direction of Ms. 
Catherine Dunleavy, Director of Nursing,  Medical Offi  cer, Dr. Tomasz Tomasiuk, 
Asst. Directors of Nursing, Physiotherapists, Nursing and Ancillary Staff .  During 
the past fi ft een years in existence, we have built up an enviable  reputation in the 
community, in the care of older people”.

Please do not hesitate to call us should you need our advice or expertise. 
 
All enquiries to:                Mary McCormack (Managing Director)
Tel. No:                                00353-1-8079631
Email Address:                  mccormackm@tara-winthrop.com 

Unit 2 (Old Pauls Newsagents), Castle Shopping Centre, Swords, Co Dublin.

Asian Grocery Stores Masalas / Curry Paste / Sauces
(soy sauce, fi sh sauce etc..)

Rice - Basmati, Thai Jasmine etc..

Ph: 01 - 8409523

Advertisers:
Advertising Locally is more important than 

ever!
Encourage customers to help keep 
Brackenstown a vibrant, thriving 

community by doing YOUR business locally 
If you would like to advertise please 

contact Marion on

086 813 79 10

THIS SPACE IS

THIS SPACE IS

SHANE LYNCH
Plumbing & Heating

Ph: 086 255 0257
free quotations

E: shane.lynch27@gmail.com
www.shanelynchplumbingandheating.ie

Like

Phone 01 9011191
68 Main Street, Swords

TAX & ACCOUNTANCY

MAKING LIFE SIMPLE
• Tax Returns
• VAT Returns
• Year End Accounts

• Company Formation
• Management Accounts
• Payroll

Mobility & Molicare 
incontinence products

Tel: 01-8900890
www.mobilityessentials.ie

McNallys Pharmacy,
Swords Manor

01-8400362

Your Local 

Community Pharmacy

WWW.EMMAUSCENTRE.IE
Tel : 01 870 00 50

DEPRESSION FROM
A CHRISTIAN 
PERSPECTIVE

RETREAT
Join Fr. Jim Noonan ODC & Fodhla McGrane on 
the 13th October at the Emmaus Centre, Swords. 
The weekend will bring your peace and comfort 

mass and the sacrament of reconciliation.

For more information contact
Marion on 086 813 7910
or mweekes@4lpi.ie

Call Marion: 086 813 7910


