18th December 2016 4th Sunday in Advent — Year A

PARISH NEWSLETTER

he virgin will
conceive and give
birth to a son and
him
means

they will call

Emmanuel, a name that
“God-is-with-us”.

Emmanuel: God-With-Us
What does it mean for us that God is with us? What
difference does it make that in Jesus, God has walked
among us, understood the sorrow and joy of our life, the
things that hold us back and the things that draw out the
very best in us?

A part of the reality of what Christmas means gets lost in
the beautiful image of the crib. Yet for God to enter into our
lives he had to come into the world the same way that we
do. But the message grows and doesn't stay stuck in this
moment. When you look at all the things that are
associated with the birth in the crib there are so many
things which show that the God-with-us is a challenging
reality.

The stable was a place of compromise because there was
no room in the inn. The Shepherds were a group that
wasn't trusted by people, yet they are the first to worship
this new born king. The Kings carry three gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. It points to the way that he will
accomplish his kingdom through suffering and death.

Emmanuel, God-with-us, is one who touches the parts of
our lives that we hide away, that we can be ashamed of,
that isolate us. Emmanuel, God-with-us, goes into the
messy parts of our lives. Emmanuel, God-with-us, reaches
out to those who are on the outside, excluded, abandoned.
Emmanuel, wants to be God-with-us. Do you want him to
be with you?

4th Week: RECONCILIATION SERVICES
Swords Monday 19" December at 7.30pm
Brackenstown Tuesday 20" December at 7.30pm
MASS INTENTIONS PRAY FOR MASSES NEXT WEEK

6:30pm: Anastasia Kelly &
D’csd Family Members

9:00am: Altar List of the Dead
11:00pm: Margaret Doyle (A)
12:30pm: Michael Ward (MM),
Norah & Michael Ward Snr. (A)

5:30pm: Jerry, Marion, Jerry &
Kim O’Rourke (Rem)

Chris Barnes (MM)
Michael Harvey (MM)
Ciara Fagan (1st A)

Kevin Donnelly (B'’day Rem)
D’csd Members of Hughes Family
Ann Browne (Rem)
Bernard & Margaret Casey (Rem)
Peggy & Brian Casey (Rem)

Mon: Patrick & Joseph White (A)
Pray for: Eileen McGuirk

Tues: Helen Madden & Family (A)
Wed: Henry & Teresa McGuirk; John & Annie
McNally (A)
Thurs: Special Intention
Fri: Kathleen & Sandra Brophy (A)
Pray for: Noel Hoey (6th A)
Sat: Special Intention

Please take this Newsletter home




Christmas Timetable 2016
St. Cronan’s Church, Brackenstolon

CHRISTMAS MASSES

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN MASS TIMES FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

CALLINGALIS
SHEPHERDS
SYANGELS!!

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 24th December

10.30am — 12.00pm & 2.00pm - 3.00pm

Are you aged between 5 & 12?
Would you like to take part in our

Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve)
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm (Family Mass)
Mass of the Nativity at 9.30pm (Carols from 9.15pm)

Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day)
Masses 9.00am, 10.30am and 12.00pm
No Evening Mass

Monday 26" December
Mass at 11.00am

Tuesday 27" to Saturday 31t December
Mass at 10.00am

Nativity Play during the 6:00pm
Mass on 24th December?

Come along to the practice on:

Sunday 18th December after
the 12:30pm Mass

Thursday 22nd December at
7:00pm
Saturday 24th December at

4:30pm (Just before 6:00pm)

Sunday 1st January 2016 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Vigil Mass: 6:30pm (Saturday); 9:00am; 11:00am & 12:30pm

No Evening Mass (6:30pm Mass in St. Colmcille’s Church)

Would you have any Angel or
Shepherd children’s costumes to lend

Friday 6th January 2017 (Feast of the Epiphany)
Vigil Mass (Thursday) 7:30pm and Mass (Friday) 10:00am & 7:30pm

Epiphany Gifts can be brought to all Masses between 1% & 10™ January 2016

for the Nativity Play?
It would be much appreciated!

Christmas Mass Cards

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding
its next monthly Parent Evening on Wednesday 21st of December from
19:30 to 21:00 in B.A.S.E Brackenstown Road, Swords, Co.
event is open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child

died, the circumstances of their death, or whether the death was recent or not.

Available from the Parish
Office for €5.00. The
intentions of the Masses
over Christmas are for the
names on these cards.

Dublin. This

Brackenstown Bible Study 2017

During 2016 we ran two very informative and enjoyable Scripture study courses. In spring we followed Jeff Cavins 8 week DVD study
“Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible”. In the autumn we completed Jeff Cavins 13 week “The Bible Timeline Reading Plan”

During 2017 we will study Jeff Cavins 23 week DVD course “The Bible Timeline; The Story of Salvation” The course will consist of 12
classes in the spring and 11 classes in the autumn. This is the foundational study in The Great Adventure Bible Study Series that has

helped hundreds of thousands of Catholics learn to read the Bible. The Bible Timeline is a fascinating study that takes participants on a journey through
the entire Bible. They will go deep into each period of salvation history and discover the amazing story woven throughout all of Scripture. Using a unique
color-coded system, they will learn the major people, places, and events of the Bible and see how they all come together to reveal the remarkable story

of our faith

Course Duration: Spring classes commence Monday 30/01/17; twelve sessions. Autumn classes commence Monday 04/09/17; eleven sessions.

Course Cost: €20.00 to cover the cost of the DVDs & the study book
Course Time: Monday evenings from 7.30 to 9.00 p.m

Contact: Louise 01-8401188;  Email: brackenstownparish@gmail.com

Venue: St Cronan’s Parish Pastoral Centre.

Bookings: by 09/01/17. Limited to 35 people

CHRISTMAS DUES

The Christmas Dues together with the First Collection at Mass and the Easter Dues
goes to support myself and Fr. Joseph and the sick and retired Priests of the
Diocese. We really appreciate your generosity to this collection.

There is a financial benefit to the Parish as your Dues contributions can be
included in your Family Offering for the Tax Reclaim Scheme. Under the terms of
this scheme only the Dues banked before 31 of December can be claimed in the
2016 submission. Any received after that date will be included in the 2017 claim.
It would be helpful if we can get as many of the Christmas Dues returned by the
31% December.

Thank you again for your generosity and for all the support you

give to myself and Fr. Joseph.

Fr. Paul

Envelope Delivery Team

Thank you to all who volunteered to become part of our delivery team.

Your help is greatly appreciated in this important outreach to
parishioners and all in our parish.

Prayer Tree

The Thanksgiving Prayers have now been removed
and our theme for the Prayer Tree this month is
“Our Christmas Prayers”. You can write your
Christmas prayer on a post it and put it on the tree
(between $t. Anthony and $t. Francis). Remember to
pray for all the prayers that are there as you add
yours.

Christmas Tree Stars and Angels

If you would like to remember a loved one who has
died or who is away from home this Christmas you
can write their name on a star which will be put on
out Christmas Tree. If you want to remember a baby
who has died, a miscarriage or still birth you can
write their name or the date you lost them on the
angel which will also go on our Christmas tree.

Both the stars and angels are on the table beside the

Jesse Tree and you can put them into the white box
provided.




PARISH DIARY

DECEMBER 2016

19th DEC Reconciliation Service St. Colmcille’s 7:30pm
20th DEC Reconciliation Service St. Cronan’s 7:30pm
JANUARY 2017

S A EPIPHANY MASS - Vigil Mass (Thursday) 7:30pm
t & Mass (Friday) 10:00am & 7:30pm

14th JAN DO THIS IN MEMORY MASS 6:30PM

15th JAN DO THIS IN MEMORY MASS 12:30PM

18-25 JAN WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

21st JAN COME FOLLOW ME MASS 6:30PM

22nd JAN COME FOLLOW ME MASS 5:30PM

THE PARISH DIARY IS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE

Dates for Baptisms:
8th January 11am & 12:30pm
14th January 12:30pm
28th January 12:30pm
29th January 1:45 pm

EVERY SUNDAY

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Church Art Calendars, little Christmas book sets, Christmas Cards,
Crib Figures, Stables, little gifts etc. available in main porch after
Saturday evening & Sunday morning Masses.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Mon: 10.30 am —11.30 am

Wed: 6.00 pm —11.00 pm

Fri: 10.30 am — 5.45pm

Sat: 10.30am — 11.30am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Sunday of
Advent from 4pm—5pm. Can you stay one hour with me? We
encourage new people to come and join us.

THE ROSARY
Praying for a special intention? Praying for peace? The ‘Rosary
Statue’ was blessed for use in the homes of the parish at the October
Candlelight Procession. If you would like to pray the rosary and have
the rosary statue in your home for a week, or get more information,
please contact a member of Legion of Mary in main porch after
Saturday evening or Sunday morning Masses.

FAMILY OFFERING

We thank all those parishioners who support the running of the
parish through the Parish Family Offering fund.
October Standing Order €3,691
Outdoor Collection €836.09
Annuals/Half Yearly €250.00

in the Pastoral Centre at
8:00pm
Doors Open at 7:30pm

Please note one Month’s Notice
to be given & a copy of baby’'s
Birth Cert is required when
booking a Baptism.

The next Parent Preparation
Meeting is Thursday 5th
January 2017 at 8pm in St.
Cronan’s Parish Centre.

Everyone welcome

Introduction of an envelope system for the 1st collection

Thank you to those who have returned the forms that were inserted recently
in the parish newsletter. As mentioned there are substantial benefits to the
Parish to be gained by using an envelope system for the 1st collection at no
extra cost to anyone. Information sheets on how this

scheme works are available on the tables at the back of the

church. Thank you for your generous support of our Parish.

Last week’s annual collection again showed the great generosity of
the people of the Parish. The collection brought in €8,000.00 which
will go a long way to help them in their work in the coming year. It
was great to have members of the Brackenstown Conference
speaking at all the Masses. In this day and age when we are told
they things are getting better, there are still so many families who
are being left behind. Through the work of St. Vincent de Paul
members there is someone there to reach out to them in these
difficult times.

If you would consider helping as a volunteer you can leave your
name in the Parish Office or contact SVP headquarters

at 018386990 or info@svp.ie.

If you need help from SVP you can also ring 018386990.

The Lions Club in Swords do a great collection of food at the local
supermarkets. Again the generosity of the people of the area has been outstanding. This year the Brackenstown Conference alone
will help over 100 families in the Parish. This picture shows the hampers which the members of the Conference put together with
the help of the students from Colaiste Choilm.

Mass Times:

Weekday Mass:
Holyday Mass:
Confession:

Fr. Paul Thornton, Adm,

Fr. Joseph Njanackal, C.S.T., C.C.
Peter Siney, Pastoral Worker
Louise Donnelly, Secretary

brackenstownparish

PARISH INFORMATION

Sunday: 6:30pm (Sat. Vigil); 9:00am, 11:00am, 12:30pm
& 5:30pm

Monday to Saturday 10:00am

Vigil 7:30pm; 10:00am

Saturday 10:30am to 11:00am and 6:00pm to 6:20pm
After 10:00am Mass on the Thursday before the First Friday
01 8401661 — 087 7404729 — pauljthornton@gmail.com
01 8408926 — brackenstownparish@gmail.com

089 4614226 — peter.siney@dublindiocese.ie

01 8401188 — brackenstownparish@gmail.com

Mon to Fri. 9.30am — 1.00pm

@cronanparish brackenstown-parish.com 018401188

CHURCH GATE
COLLECTIONS

17/18 December
No Collection

24/25 December
No Collection

7/8 January
No Collection




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

Curran
Electrical
087 676 2304
I)omesllf
:I:;::l:gr Il‘.l':tlgrudes
Installation PEC/

Re-wires

Passenger Transport
Company of the Year!
for the last 3 years

PH (01) 529 2277
WWW. swordsexpress .com

D6 Airside Enterprise Centre, Swords 7 8902313

NORTH STREET,
SWORDS

Funeral Directors
Serving
Swords & Co. Dublin
For Over
90 Years

e:info@rocksfuneralhome.ie
www.(@rocksfuneralhome.ie

McNallys Pharmacy,

Swords Manor
01-8400362
Yo

Local

FOX ALARMS

3 Rathbeale Road, Swords
Tel: 840 4605

All interior, exterior,
attic, garden & house

M T N T Mobile: 086 856 0396
Stephen Mobile: 087 9348728 | All Alarms and CCTV
products provided

O’ROURKE CONSTRUCTION B el uras ®
All Your Building Needs 18 Holes

Spring/Summer Special
5 rounds for the Price of

a
Only €9 per round, Juniors €6

SWORDS

Unit 3, Manor Mall,
Brackenstown Road.
Tel: 01 8075151
www.fabios.ie

[E3rabio’s Swords

« NCT Failure Repairs » Annual Service
« Engine Repairs ¢ Diagnostic Check
* Mercedes specialists

+ Home Collection Available

Sean mobile: (085) 1700 098

s et st whab you cab it why N

I

Motivation

PROGRAMMES
FROM

€195

Payment Plans Available

PRIVATE
WEIGHT LOSS
'CONSULTATIONS

Clinics Nationwide

Call 01 895 6308 - SWORDS
WWW.MOTIVATION.IE

For all your Legal
needs, give
us a call
Phone: 01-840 4697
Web: www.mcg.ie
Email: pat@mcg.ie

THE LAMBAY SINGERS
Swords Choir
Rehearsals: Thurs @ 7.30pm in Colaiste Choilm
New Members Always Welcome!
Contact:
stuart.purcell99@gmail.com

Unit 2 (Old Pauls Newsagents), Castle Shopping Centre, Swords, Co Dublin.

Asian Grocery Stores Masalas / Curry Paste / Sauces
(soy sauce, fish sauce etc..)
Rice - Basmati, Thai Jasmine etc..

(@ININVIVAEWNEISA mail: info@vmee.ie

Best wishes to all Parishioners from the

Blanc family and the whole team at Sherry
FitzGerald Blanc

4] Main Street, Swords, 01-8900944
5 Townyard Lane, Malahide, 01-8454500

Curfrfan

Plumbing & Heating
087 057 3818

* Boiler Service

« Boiler Replacement

* Pump Installation

*+ Bathroom Fit Outs

* Apartment Specialists

Part of the Curran Property Management Group
D6 Airside Enterprise Centre, Swords 7 8902313

Landscaping Locally
and Nationally for

over a decade.

Tel: 01 840 7674
Mobile: 087 687 6143
Fax: 071 840 7674

Fairways,
Balheary,
Swords,
Co. Dublin

community, in the c;

All enquiries to:
Tel. No:
Email Address:

“Tara Winthrop Private Clinic is a family owned and managed, complex care
nursing facility. We have 140 beds consisting of five separate specialist nursing
units, catering for the needs of patients with Alzheimers Disease, under 75
patients with Neurological Injuries and End of Life Care. We employ a highly
skilled workforce, consisting of circa 210 employees, under the direction of Ms.
Catherine Dunleavy, Director of Nursing, Medical Officer, Dr. Tomasz Tomasiuk,
Asst. Directors of Nursing, Physiotherapists, Nursing and Ancillary Staff. During
the past fifteen years in existence, we have built up an enviable reputation in the

are of older people”

Please do not hesitate to call us should you need our advice or expertise.

Mary McCormack (Managing Director)
00353-1-8079631
mccormackm@tara-winthrop.com

SUNSHINE PRESCHOO
& MONTESSORI
9-12 MON TO FRI
THE ScouTs HALL
IN THE GROUNDS OF
ST CRONANS CHURCH
FREE ECCE PLACES

PHONE :0868454509

Pilates Classes in Swords

Contact Nicole:
Ph-086 0578842

Email- nmtswords@yahoo.ie

ability @matters

We Accept Grants

Ph: 01 - 8409523

J.Dunne Monuments

Headscones, Inscripcions,
Renovations, Chippings, ctc,
Phone; O 8404193

Modile; 086 2464093

Wed; wuww jdmonuments.com

Cmail; jdmonumencsagmail.com
Balheary, Swords, Co. Dudlin.

Swords Branch, North Street,
Swords, Co. Dublin
Phone (01)8400002

www.mfcu.ie

* Rise and Recliners
* Mobility Scooters
e Bath Lifts

* Made to measure
Shoes and Insoles

Tel: 01 289 1999

Unit 12, Deansgrange Business Park,

Kill Lane, Blackrock, County Dublin

MacNamara's
Pharmacy
* 30 Main St, Swords,
Ph: 840 12 53
* Boroimhe SC., Swords,

Ph: 840 66 35

Paying too much for your Insurance?
Business  Home * Motor e Life * Financial * Travel

Access to over 40 insurers

For competitive quotes with personal service

MKIG

MICHAEL KENNEDY
INSURANCE GROUP' pone; 8902277 Email: info@mkig e Web: www.mkig ie

The Plaza, Swords, Co. Dublin

Find us on Facebook [ www.facebook.com/mkiginsurance
Lordan Maginer and Partners Ld a Mchael Kennedy Insurance Group i requited by the Gental Bank

Excelle Insurance
for over 40 years

please contact us

* Dublin Road, Swords,
Ph: 813 25 04
PRESCRIPTIONS
COSMETICS

EAR-PIERCING
PASSPORT PHOTOS

C.S. Plumbing & Heating

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

Ph: 840 49 31 - Mobile: 087 262 85 27

For an effcient, clean and personal service

Colm Shanahan

cshoilerrepair@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:
Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000

St. Cronan’s Church,
Brackenstown Road,
Swords, Co. Dublin





